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With ISIS gaining ground across the Middle East, Syria descending further into chaos, and Iranian negotiations 
teetering on the brink of disaster, calls for “boots on the ground” from Washington hawks only get louder. As 
Americans face increasingly difficult decisions about where and when to intervene across the globe, they would 
do well to ponder the consequences to the lives of the men and women who fight these battles on their behalf. 
How many soldiers will return from war to a hero’s welcome, but missing a limb? How many veterans end their 
tours of duty with severe PTSD? 
 
America has grappled with the questions posed by injured veterans since its founding, and with particular force 
since the early twentieth century: What are the nation’s obligations to those who fight in its name? And when 
does war’s legacy of disability outweigh the nation’s interests at home and abroad? In Paying with Their 
Bodies, John M. Kinder traces the complicated, intertwined histories of war and disability in modern America. 
Focusing in particular on the decades surrounding World War I, he argues that disabled veterans have long been 
at the center of two competing visions of American war: one that highlights the relative safety of US military 
intervention overseas; the other indelibly associating American war with injury, mutilation, and suffering. 
Kinder brings disabled veterans to the center of the American war story and shows that when we do so, the 
history of American war over the last century begins to look very different. War can no longer be seen as a 
discrete experience, easily left behind; rather, its human legacies are felt for decades. 
 
The first book to examine the history of American warfare through the lens of its troubled legacy of injury and 
disability, Paying with Their Bodies will force us to think anew about war and its painful costs. 
 
John M. Kinder is assistant professor of American studies and history at Oklahoma State University. 
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